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horrific and most blokes went outside the workshop until it cleared, which some days took an hour and a half, 
yeah..  Now, you want to hear the ditty?  The first one refers to two fitters who worked on a bench in 10 Bay, 
Sam Barker and Don McKinnon.  When it rained there was a leak over their bench.  After complaining at length 
with no result they put up their umbrellas.   The problem was fixed within a few days.  Now the other part was 
about the heating in the winter. Now the ditty goes like this:   

 
  here we are in Eveleigh Loco, working hard and drinking cocoa.   
  All the blokes are bonza fellas, when it rains some put up their umbrellas. 
  The winter days are dark and dreary and all the blokes are very weary 
  With coal and coke fumes in profusion they could hardly see to put their boots on 
 
M: do you do a little bit of poetry writing? 
R: I used to do quite a bit, we had a workshop newspaper called Eveleigh News and I was I suppose, rather modest 

character because I never kept any of it much, only what I’ve got in there, yeah.  Well there’s another story 
about the workshop dog.  Now one day in the mid 70’s a mongrel dog walked into the workshop through the 
Boundary Street gate and there was a fitter that was located alongside Boundary Street gate.  The other little 
workshop, and he took the dog under his wing. He fed it, and with cans, he left food with the watchman, who 
also stationed at Boundary Street gate, and at annual leave time he left money for the watchman to feed the 
dog.  Naturally, this dog became a one man dog. He followed Bobby Barr, the fitter, everywhere he went, even if 

R: Prior to a Federal Election we 
always had speakers here prior to 
election time and Bill Hayden was 
the Labor Party leader, and that’s 
an election he should’ve won. 
Anyway, Bob Hawke gave a good 
address and we adjourned up to 
the local pub after and a few 
sandwiches, and they had a half a 
yard glass, ale glass and of course 
Bob Hawke was noted, he was in 
the Guinness Book records 
because he drank a yard of ale, so 
they tried him out on that but on 
that day he declined.  He said, any 
of you back horses and someone 
said oh yeah, and he said I’ll give 
you a winner tomorrow in 
Adelaide, it won.  I was in the 
process of writing one story and I 
did write the two because Ditty, 
and the second part is about the 
winter time in the workshop. In 
the days I wrote it we had cast 
iron stoves in the machine shop 
for heating and they were bloody 
awful.  They were fired by coke 
and/or coal and most people had 
no clue how to get them going, 
consequently the smoke was 
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he went to a mass meeting, the dog 
would, it would be during lunch time, the 
dog would sit there alongside him. 
Occasionally, meetings were held at 
Boundary Street gate, if we felt they 
would be extended over the lunch break 
because that meant you weren’t allowed 
to meet on workshop premises.  This day 
there was a very contentious meeting and 
the meeting was, took a vote, which was 
very close and someone called out, a 
Division Required, so the chairman said, 
right, Ayes to the left of the chair, No’s to 
the right.  So this fitter, Bobby Barr, he had 
to cross over to vote with the group he 
wanted to vote for, so the dog went with 
him, the only dog in the history of 
Australia that voted at a mass meeting.  
Now fortunately for the chairman, he 
didn’t have to count the dog’s vote 
because it wasn’t close, so there you go. 

 
 On another occasion we had extremely 

heavy rain over this area and due to the 
fact that the drains could no longer 
cope, they needed attention, one of 
these fitters who I mentioned in the 
ditty, Don McKinnon, he went round on 
the back of an industrial truck with a 
makeshift fishing rod. It was that sort of 
approach to problems that on occasion, 
brought quicker dividends than walking 
out the gate on strike, and we had very 
few strikes at Eveleigh Loco.  We 
generally planned a method, which got 
through to the management very 
quickly. 

 
M:  Were you a part of the union? 
R: Yeah I was secretary of the Works Committee for 14 years and I was a representative on the Appeals Board, 

the Appeals Board was composed of an employees’ rep, a departmental rep and a chairman with a barrister 
qualifications.  Now a lot of men on appeal, after being sacked or suspended, got their job back.  That was a 
great boon really for some men got a second chance, whereas in private industry there was no second 
chance. 

 END 
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